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Dear reader 
Twenty-seventh European Integration Newsletter 
offers an overview of the key developments and 
activities in the EU accession process that took place 
in the third quarter of 2024.

Ministry of European Affairs is committed to 
coordinating the work of the negotiation structure 
and intensifying activities aimed at producing tangible 
results in all chapters, ensuring partnership and 
cooperation with other bodies, and strengthening the 
ties and relations with EU institutions and EU Member 
States, so that Montenegro can take its place in the 
European family as one of equal partners.

During the previous three months, we continued 
implementing the activities related to coordination 
of the negotiation process, IPA, cooperation with 
local self-governments and civil sector, as well as 
organizing appropriate activities and campaigns.

We believe that this Newsletter contributes to raising 
the level of information, understanding and awareness 
among our citizens about the accession process and 
future Montenegro’s membership in the EU.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

THE EVENT THAT MARKED 
THE PERIOD BEHIND US 
12. IX 2024.

PRIME MINISTER SPAJIĆ WITH THE MEMBERS 
OF COELE: EU READY FOR NEW MEMBERS – 
MONTENEGRO AS A ROLE MODEL FOR CANDIDATE 
Montenegro is ready to seize the historical moment 
and join the European Union, and the entire society 
should participate in that endeavour. This was 
the message of the meeting between the Prime 
Minister Milojko Spajić and diplomats from 27 EU 
Member States during their two-day working visit 
to Montenegro.

1. VII 2024.

HUNGARY TOOK OVER THE PRESIDENCY OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

1. VII 2024.

THE WORK ON MEETING THE CLOSING 
BENCHMARKS IN THE CHAPTERS 23 AND 
24 HAS BEGUN

20. IX 2024.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ORGANIZED A 
WORKING BREAKFAST WITH JOURNALISTS ABOUT 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REFORM AGENDA

26. IX 2024.

GOVERNMENT ADOPTED THE REFORM 

4. VII 2024.

PROJECTS APPROVED WITHIN THE FIRST CALL FOR 
THE SEED MONEY FACILITY

11. VII 2024.

IMPLEMENTATION SEMINAR FOR BENEFICIARIES 
OF THE SECOND CALL WITHIN THE EURO-MED 
PROGRAMME

30. VIII 2024.

FOUR MONTENEGRIN PARTNERS SUPPORTED 
THROUGH RESTRICTIVE CALL IN THE INTERREG 
EUROPE PROGRAMME

18. IX 2024.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS CELEBRATED THE 
DAY OF INTERREG COOPERATION IN HERCEG NOVI

24. IX 2024.

SECOND WORKSHOP DEALING WITH THE TOPIC 
OF PREPARING PROJECT PROPOSALS WITHIN 
THE CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME 
SERBIA - MONTENEGRO

25. IX 2024.

CONFERENCE WITHIN THE IPA COOPERATION 
PROGRAMME BETWEEN MONTENEGRO AND 
KOSOVO TOOK PLACE IN TUZI  
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27. IX 2024.

REGIONAL CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION 
FORUM OPENED IN BEČIĆI  

THE ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS

31. VIII 2024.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE 
GLOBSEC FORUM

24. IX 2024.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE 
MEETING OF THE EU GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL

18. VIII 2024.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS SIGNED 
CONTRACTS FOR FINANCING 13 NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS’ PROJECTS 

19. VIII 2024.

CONFERENCE „EU SUPPORT TO DEVELOPMENT OF 
MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZE ENTERPRISES“

1. VIII 2024.

MONTENEGRO PARTICIPATES IN THE „SAFE2EAT“ 
2024 CAMPAIGN: EMPOWERING CONSUMER 
ACROSS EUROPE  

2. VIII 2024.

PUBLICATION OF THE FOURTEENTH ISSUE OF 
EUROKAZ

3. IX 2024.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED 
IN THE 17TH REACT FORUM

6. IX 2024.

YOUTH WORKSHOP “ON THE PATH TO 
EUROPEAN UNION” ORGANIZED IN BERANE

IPA

CONFERENCES, REGIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

COOPERATION WITH THE CIVIL SECTOR

„Getting a positive IBAR seemed to be an 
insurmountable challenge for numerous 
governments before us. We managed to achieve 
this together, with your support. We know that 
two sides are needed in this process and we highly 
appreciate the contribution that you are providing 
us with on a daily basis,“ said the Prime Minister 
Milojko Spajić.

Presidency of the Council of the European Union (EU) rotates among the Member States every six 
months. During that period, the country that has the presidency conducts the meetings of the Council and 
represents the Council in its relations with other EU institutions, like European Commission and European 
Parliament. Hungary will preside the Council of the EU from 1st July to 31st December 2024. 

Chief Negotiator Predrag Zenović and the negotiator for the Cluster 1 – Fundamentals Bojan Božović met 
with the heads of the negotiation work groups for chapters 23 and 24 Jelena Grdinić and Jovana Mijović, 
which marked the beginning of work on the closing benchmarks defined in these chapters.

The meeting was an opportunity for conveying conclusions and encouraging messages from Brussels, 
where in the EU-Montenegro Intergovernmental Conference, the positive Interim Benchmark Assessment 
Report (IBAR) was presented for the chapters 23 and 24. 
The common positions of the EU in both of these chapters set three closing benchmarks each. For the 
chapter 23 these are further divided into 17 sub-benchmarks i.e. indicators, while in the chapter 24 the 
total number of indicators is 7. 
The meeting noted that these closing benchmarks had been expected and that they were objective, as 
well as that Montenegrin side already had a clear picture of how to approach their implementation. It 
was agreed that the negotiation work groups should develop action plans for both chapters that would 
envisage in detail the tasks and activities for the forthcoming period.

“Montenegro should soon start implementing the Reform Agenda under the Growth Plan for the Western 
Balkans, through which it will get access to 383.5 million euros and accelerate economic convergence of 
the country”, said the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević in this event.  

„Reform Agenda is a serious instrument, not only for Montenegro but for entire Western Balkans. It is 
very generous financially and it will provide Montenegro with an access to 383.5 million euros, 110 million 
of which are grants, while the rest are favourable loans. Out of the total amount, 178.5 million euros are 
planned to be allocated in form of budget support, while the remaining 205 million euros are envisaged 
for financing infrastructural projects and will be implemented through the Western Balkan Investment 
Framework mechanisms“, said Minister Gorčević, expressing gratitude to the entire administration that 
worked in a committed manner on this document.

The Government adopted the Reform Agenda that 
defines the set of reforms that Montenegro has 
to implement to get the funds from the European 
Growth Plan for the Western Balkans.
On that occasion, the Minister of European Affairs 
Maida Gorčević said in the press conference that 
the adoption of the Agenda was only the first step. 
„We are now to work on the implementation and 
monitoring of the tranches that we will be receiving 
every six months, depending on what we deliver. We 
will have to establish a coordination body that will 

monitor the implementation of reforms and inform 
the European Commission about their results,“ said 
Gorčević.
She added that the Agenda was to be adopted by 
the European Commission in September, while 
Montenegro was to obtain the first tranche of 
about 29 million euros by the end of the year.
She reminded that Montenegro would obtain the 
total amount of 383.5 million euros under the 
Growth Plan. Out of that, 110 would be grants, and 
the rest would be favourable loans.

Five projects that Montenegrin institutions/organizations participate in got a conditional approval for 
financing within the First Call for the Seed Money Facility (instrument for supporting project development), 
opened at the end of last year by the Danube Region Programme.
The total value of the projects that include Montenegrin beneficiaries amounts to 344,748 euros of EU 
grants, out of which the amount of 76,886 euros is envisaged for Montenegrin beneficiaries.
Within this instrument of support, 46 projects have been approved. It is expected that the partners will 
start implementing the planned activities in September this year.

Implementation seminar was organized for beneficiaries of the projects supported through the Second 
Call of the Interreg Euro-MED programme.
Montenegrin institutions and organizations have achieved significant results within this Call, and thus 
partners from our country participate in 14 out of 56 approved projects.
„A proof of success is the fact that the total budget allocated to Montenegrin beneficiaries amounts to 
about 3.3 million euros. This is much more than the budget implemented in the entire previous financial 
prospects 2014-2020, within which Montenegrin institutions and organizations got support in the 
amount of about 2.2 million euros,“ emphasized Miloš Marković, acting Director General of the Directorate 
for European Territorial Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Montenegrin institutions and organizations 
participated in four out of 54 projects approved 
within the Restrictive Call of the Interreg Europa 
Programme and thus received an opportunity to 
participate for the first time in this inter-regional 
cooperation programme which includes 36 
countries.

The restrictive call was intended solely for 
partners from the countries that are candidates 
for membership in the European Union (Albania, 
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Moldova, 
North Macedonia, Serbia and Ukraine). They got 
the opportunity to join the projects within this 
programme that had been previously approved.

Within the Interreg IPA Programme Croatia – 
Bosnia and Herzegovina – Montenegro, the 
Ministry of European Affairs celebrated the Day 
of Interreg Cooperation in Herceg Novi, with a 
view to promoting results of the projects and 
programmes of European territorial and cross-
border cooperation.
The event started with the meeting between 
the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević, 
President of the Municipality of Herceg Novi, Stevan 
Katić and Head of the Cooperation in the Delegation 
of the EU in Montenegro.
Minister Gorčević expressed her pleasure for having 
the meeting in the House of Ivo Andrić, underlining 

it as an example of successful use of the European 
Union funds.
„I am particularly happy that I had an opportunity 
to inform the President of the Municipality and his 
associates about the forthcoming calls within the 
cooperation programmes financed from EU funds, 
but also to talk with them about all the challenges 
that Municipality of Herceg Novi is faced with. The 
Government of Montenegro and the Ministry of 
European Affairs, in cooperation with the Delegation 
of the EU, stand ready to support the Municipality 
of Herceg Novi, so that in the forthcoming period 
they can continue successfully using the EU funds“, 
said Minsiter Gorčević.

The workshop „Preparing Project Proposals within the Cross-Border Cooperation Serbia-Montenegro 
2021-2027“ took place in Pljevlja on 19th September.
The workshop was organized by the Ministry for European Integration of the Republic of Serbia and 
Ministry of European Affairs of Montenegro, with the support of the Joint Technical Secretariat of the 
Programme. It was attended by 50 representatives of national and local institutions, as well as non-
governmental organizations. 

On the occasion of the First Call for Submitting Project Proposals within the IPA Cross-Border Cooperation 
Programme Montenegro-Kosovo 2021-2027, a conference was organized in Tuzi.

Head of the Direction for Bilateral Cross-Broder 
programmes in the Ministry of European Affairs, 
Nada Pejović said that the First Call for submitting 
project proposals within the IPA Cross-Border 
Cooperation Programme Montenegro-Kosovo 
2021-2027 would be opened by 25th October 

2024. She underlined that this Programme, with the 
allocated funds in the amount of 9.7 million euros, 
was a continuation of the successful cooperation 
that had started 12 years ago, while its end goal 
was promotion of good neighbourly relations and 
contribution to social, economic and territorial 
development of this cross-border area.

The 10th Regional Cross-Border Cooperation 
Forum, organized by the Project “Cross-Border 
Institutions Building” CBIB+3, took place in Bečići 
from 25 to 27 September 2024. 
This important event was opened by the Director 
General of the Directorate for European Territorial 
Cooperation in the Ministry of European Affairs, 
Miloš Marković, and it brought together participants 
from the region and European Union, including 
the representatives of the ministries in charge 
of coordinating the cross-border cooperation 
programmes from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

„If you want secure Europe, you need enlargement to the Western Balkans, as well as to Ukraine and 
Moldova,“ said the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević in Prague.
She participated in the Forum GLOBSEC 2024, in the panel „The Road Ahead: Key Priorities for the EU’s 
New Leadership“.

Minister Gorčević participated in the Brussels 
meeting of the EU General Affair Council organized 
by the Permanent Representative Office of Hungary 
to the EU, within the Hungarian Presidency of the 
Council of the EU.
 „Our goal is to secure measurable, stable and 
sustainable results in all areas, and in particular in 
the field of the rule of law. Political will and stability 
provide a guarantee that the required reforms will 
be implemented in a high-quality way and in the 
shortest possible time. With 100% alignment with 
the Common Foreign and Security policy of the 

Ministry of European Affairs supported implementation of 13 projects of non-governmental organizations 
in the amount of 76,868 euros.
On that occasion, the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević, signed contracts with representatives 
of non-governmental organizations for financing projects and programmes of NGOs in the field of Euro-
Atlantic and European integration for 2024.
Minister Gorčević extended congratulations to the representatives of non-governmental organizations and 
wished them successful implementation of the projects. She said that non-governmental organizations 
give significant contribution to the process of accession to the EU, both through participation in the work 
of the negotiation groups and through numerous projects and activities that contribute to the promotion 
of the process and education of citizens about European values and standards. 

The Conference „EU Support to Micro, Small and Medium-size Enterprises“ took place in Bar, organized by 
the Ministry of European Affairs, Ministry of Economic Development and Municipality of Bar. The conference 
presented opportunities offered by the EU in terms of financial support to advance entrepreneurship.

European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) and its 
partners in the EU Member States initiated the 
campaign Safe2Eat 2024. This year, the campaign 
is to extend its reach and include 18 countries 
that will join efforts in helping consumers make 

Ministry of European Affairs published the 
Fourteenth Issue of the Eurokaz magazine. 
Within its several columns, Eurokaz presents news 
from the negotiation process, results of reforms 
that Montenegro is implementing in the accession 
process, and success stories about the use of EU 
funds.
Collocutors of Eurokaz speak about topical issues 
related to the negotiation process and functioning 
of the EU.

17th REACT Youth Forum organized by the NGO “ALFA Centar” started in Žabljak. Minister of European 
Affairs of Montenegro Maida Gorčević and Chief Negotiator of Montenegro with the EU Predrag Zenović 
opened the series of lectures.

Centre for Creative Skills organized a youth workshop under the title “On the Path to European Union” 
with a view to encouraging young people to reflect about customs, habits, places or daily events and 
developments done within the EU. The workshop was organized in Berane, in partnership with the 
NGO “Šansa” and with financial support of the Ministry of European Affairs obtained within the Public 
Competition for financing NGO projects in the field of Euro-Atlantic and European integration in 2024 
under the title “On the European Path”.
Young people who participated in the workshop were invited to initiate actions together with others in 
their communities that will generate new ideas in line with youth practices from the EU.

Montenegro, Kosovo, North Macedonia and 
Serbia, as well as representatives of the European 
Commission.
„Cross-border cooperation is of key importance for 
both the present and the future of Montenegro. 
That is not only a policy goal, but also the key tool 
for encouraging development and strengthening 
good neighbourly relations. As a country striving to 
become the next EU member state, we recognize 
the importance of close cooperation with our 
neighbours in dealing with common challenges 
and using the common opportunities“, said Mr. 
Marković.

Gorčević said she was glad to see that EU supported efforts of the candidate countries, but that it was 
important for everyone in the region to understand that the reforms were implemented not only for the 
membership, but primarily for the benefit of our citizens.
„That is why it is important for us to strengthen our efforts and do more and better to ensure that our 
citizens can feel the benefits even before our membership,“ said Gorčević.

EU, use of euro, 80% support to membership in the 
EU by our public, no open issues with neighbours 
and the status of a forerunner in the accession 
negotiations, we clearly show our determination to 
become the next EU member state“, said Minister 
of European Affairs Maida Gorčević.
Minister Gorčević said that getting the positive 
IBAR constituted a turning point in the accession 
negotiations with the EU, not only for Montenegro, 
but for the entire Western Balkan region, and 
expressed her belief that Montenegro’s success 
would have a positive impact on other candidate 
countries.

informed food-related decisions. Participating 
countries for 2024 are Romania, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Greece, Estonia, Croatia, Italy, Latvia, 
Cyprus, Slovenia, Spain, Luxembourg, Slovakia, 
Austria, Poland, Portugal, Montenegro and North 
Macedonia.

Eurokaz brings interviews with representatives of the Government of Montenegro, European Commission, 
journalists of Montenegrin printed and electronic media, as well as representatives of local self-
governments, economy and non-governmental organizations.
This issue of Eurokaz also brings articles written by the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević and 
the Ambassador of the EU Delegation to Montenegro Christina Oana Popa, as well as the interview with 
the Ambassador of Hungary Joszsef Negyesi about the priorities of the current Hungarian Presidency of 
the Council of the EU.

 The Minister expressed her pleasure for having 
the opportunity to talk to young people about the 
process of accession to the EU. As she emphasized, 
in the 12 years of the negotiations, there were 
ups and downs, many bright moments, but most 
importantly, all chapters were opened, three were 
temporarily closed, while Montenegro was the 
forerunner among all candidate countries.
„By the end of 2026 we will close all chapters. 

We are aware that this is a serious challenge and 
that it implies we all have to work on it, not only 
the Government, so that the best decisions can 
be made. And this must not be on the level of 
declarations only, because we are approaching the 
goal now in a clearer and more determined manner. 
This is the path that has no alternative, that we will 
persist on, and I think we will truly be the next EU 
member”, said Gorčević.

9. IX 2024.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ VISITED BIJELO POLJE 
„Ministry of European Affairs will continue supporting projects on the local level, particularly through 
cross-border cooperation and further development of infrastructure. We need greater visibility of 
European projects and better communication between local self-governments and ministries to respond 
efficiently to the needs of citizens of Bijelo Polje”, said the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević 
visiting that town.
 In the meeting with the President of the Municipality, Petar Smolović and his associates, opinions were 
exchanged about current projects and plans for further development of Bijelo Polje. Collocutors discussed 
the opportunities to withdraw new funds for projects in the field of environment related to finalization of 
the collectors for wastewater treatment, establishing of the Recycling Centre and regional landfill.

23. IX 2024.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ORGANIZED 
EUROPEAN MOVIE NIGHTS  
In the period from 23 to 26 September, marking the Interreg Cooperation Day, the Ministry of European 
Affairs, in cooperation with Montenegrin Cinematheque and European House in Podgorica, organized 
performances of European movies under the slogan „European Values through Film“. 
The repertoire included movies of European production, some of which were awarded in international 
festivals.
The event was opened by Predrag Zenović, Chief Negotiator of Montenegro with the European Union and 
Yngve Engström, Head of Cooperation at the EU Delegation to Montenegro.

24. IX 2024.

EUROPEAN COOPERATION DAY CELEBRATED IN 
NIKŠIĆ
The Association of Young Environmentalists Nikšić marked the Day of European Cooperation by organizing 
creative workshops for children and campaigns for citizens. In this way, Nikšić joined cities across Europe 
that marked this date, celebrating the importance and achievements of territorial cooperation.
During the creative workshop, with the help of animators, children made drawings inspired by the topic of 
environment protection and the connection between Montenegro and the EU. The activity was crowned 
by an outdoor exhibition in the end. 
The campaign included distribution of promotion materials (mugs, caps) with the logos of Montenegro, 
the EU and DMEN, as well as the inscription “Let’s Travel to the EU”. 

26. IX 2024.

PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS FROM PODGORICA 
AND AMBASSADORS CELEBRATED THE 
EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES
European Day of Languages was celebrated in Podgorica in the event organized by the Ministry of European 
Affairs, Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation and European House through the EU4ME project.
On that occasion, informal language workshops were organized, as well as socializing between the pupils 
of the Primary School “Savo Pejanović” and Ambassadors of Austria, France, Italy, Hungary, Germany, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, United Kingdom, Charge d’affairse in the Embassy of Poland, and Adviser in 
the Embassy of The Netherlands.
The event was opened by the Minister of European Affairs Maida Gorčević, Minister of Education, Science 
and Innovation Anđela Jakšić- Stojanović and Ambassador of EU Johann Sattler.

OTHER

„In the very beginning of the term of office of this Government, we sent a clear message that we wish better 
and closer cooperation with non-governmental sector. That is precisely why we organise consultations 
every month, to exchange opinions with you about certain topics“, said Gorčević.


