
Dear readers,

The sixteenth issue of Newsletter of the European 
Integration Office will present the most important 
events and activities in EU accession process during the 
second quarter of 2021.

The outcome of the EU negotiations is reflected in all 33 
chapters opened, of which 3 provisionaly closed, as well 
as reforms which already gave visible results in all areas.
European Integration Office is committed to 
coordinating the work of negotiating structure and 
intensifying activities aimed at achieving tangible 
results in all chapters, partnership and cooperation 
with other authorities, as well as strengthening ties and 
relations with EU institutions and members in order 
for Montenegro to take equal place among European 
partners.

During the previous three months, amid coronavirus 
pandemic and in accordance with health measures, 
we have continued with implementation of activities 
in term of coordinating of  the negotiation process, 
implementation of IPA, cooperation with local self-
governments and the civil sector, and organization of 
relevant activities and campaigns, mostly in the online 
format.

We are convinced that this newsletter represents a 
contribution to improving informing, understanding and 
knowledge of citizens about the accession process and 
future membership of Montenegro in the EU.

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION OFFICE
DEPARTMENT FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION ON EU AND EU ACCESSION 
PROCESS – GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVENMENT OF MONTENEGRO

EVENT THAT MARKED THE 
PREVIOUS PERIOD

IPA

CLARIFICATIONS AND PRESENTATION FROM THE INFO DAY 
PUBLISHED

European Integration Office published clarifications and presentation from the 
Info Day held within the Third Call for Proposals within the IPA Cross-Border 
Cooperation Programme Montenegro - Kosovo 2014-2020.

15. VI 2021.    

THE CHIEF NEGOTIATOR HELD A MEETING WITH  THE HEADS 
OF ALL WORKING GROUPS FOR 33 NEGOTIATION CHAPTERS 

“Improvement of the negotiating structure is in the final 
stage and it is ready to apply the new EU negotiation 
methodology  and fulfill all obligations from the demanding 
European agenda, with the aim of quality preparation of 
the society for future EU membership “, concluded Zorka 
Kordic, together with heads of all working groups for 33 
negotiation chapters.
At the meeting, opinions were exchanged regarding 
the most important elements of the New Methodology 
and the impact of its application on the dynamics of the 
process, as well as on the improvement and principles of 
the work of the negotiating structure.

Next key steps for June and July have been agreed in 
terms of harmonizing the overview of situation in all 
negotiation chapters, with the most important elements 
required for meeting the closing benchmarks, as well as 
formalizing decisions on working groups for conducting 
accession negotiations.
This coordination meeting was preceded by meetings of 
the Chief Negotiator with heads of all working groups, 
individually, as well as regular consultations with the 
European Commission regarding the progress made in 
all chapters.

20. V 2021.   

MARKING THE BEGINNING OF IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS 
CONTRACTED THROUGH THE SECOND CALL WITHIN IPA CROSS-
BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME MONTENEGRO-ALBANIA 
2014-2020

18. VI 2021.   

CONFERENCES , REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

Introductory speech  

COOPEARTION WITH THE CIVIL SECTOR
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EU ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS

23. VI 2021.  
PRIME MINISTER PARTICIPATED IN INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
CONFERENCE ON MONTENEGRO’S ACCESSION TO THE 
EUROPEAN UNION IN LUXEMBOURG 

The Prime Minister Dr. Zdravko Krivokapic participated in the 
Intergovernmental Conference of the European Union and 
Montenegro, which was held in Luxembourg.
Prime Minister Krivokapic spoke at the sessions on: Rule of 
Law, Internal Market, Competitiveness and Inclusive Growth, 
Green Agenda and Sustainable Connectivity, Resources, 
Agriculture and Cohesion, and the session on External 
Relations.
During the first political intergovernmental conference of the 
EU and Montenegro, the Prime Minister said that, following 

the geostrategic commitment of EU membership, we are 
100% harmonizing our foreign policy with the EU Common 
Foreign and Security Policy and that the rule of law, as a key 
priority of the Government, represents a foundation of our 
geopolitical direction.
He reiterated Montenegro’s strong commitment to European 
values and expressed the expectation that all conditions for 
membership in the European Union would be met by the end 
of the mandate.

12 - 16. IV 2021.   

 EC MISSION ON THE TOPIC OF FUNCTIONING OF THE 
AGENCY FOR PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION

ADVISOR TO THE CHIEF NEGOTIATOR, DRAGANA MARKOVIC, 
PARTICIPATED IN THE SEMINAR ‘’EU, CHINA AND THE WESTERN 
BALKANS: CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER 
INTEGRATION’’

“As a country that unwaveringly follows the European 
path, but also a member of NATO, Montenegro wants 
and nurtures good cooperation with global political and 
economic actors of crucial importance for all countries 
of the Western Balkans”, said the Advisor to the Chief  
Negotiator, Dragana Markovic.
Markovic spoke on the topic of geopolitical and 
geoeconomic role of powerful players in the Western 
Balkan.
She stressed that today’s world order is experiencing 
tectonic changes, which is especially recognizzed in the 
light of the current crises and events. EU, US, China, 
as well as other countries, can benefit greatly from 
cooperation on issues of global importance. “Without 

such cooperation, solutions for global financial stability, 
climate change, terrorism, cyber terrorism and other 
areas cannot be found or implemented,” Markovic said
She stressed that the prospect of EU membership for 
the countries of the Western Balkans is a key factor of 
stability. In that context, she said that progress towards 
membership has been made in the countries of the 
region, but that there are still open issues, such as good 
neighborly relations and inclusive regional cooperation, 
which is crucial for further progress.
“What is much more important for us in the geopolitical 
balance of power is the fact that it is in the interest of our 
region to join the Union, and that it is not only our interest 
but also the interest of the Union”, Markovic said.

27. V 2021.  

PANEL DISCUSSION: #REORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY – 
OUR EUROPEAN STORY

The General Secretariat of the Government and the 
European Integration Office, on the eve of Europe Day, 
have organized a panel discussion:   #Reorganization of 
Society - our European Story.  
EU membership is a path that Montenegro must not 
give up, bearing in mind the support and expectations 
of citizens from this process, it was said at the panel 
debate #Reorganization of Society - our European Story, 
organized by the General Secretariat of the Government 
and the European Integration Office.
Chief Negotiator Zorka Kordic, members of the 
Committee on European Integration of the Parliament 
of Montenegro, Branko Radulovic and Predrag Sekulic, 
Executive Director of the NGO Centre for Civic Education, 
Daliborka Uljarevic, Vice President of the Chamber of 

Economy of Montenegro Pavle D. Radovanovic and 
Secretary General of the Union of Free Trade Unions 
of Montenegro Srdja Kekovic, presented their views on 
whether and to what extent Montenegrin society, from 
the beginning of accession negotiations until today, in 
terms of values, standards and quality of life is closer to 
the EU.
It was jointly assessed that European integration 
is a project of the entire Montenegrin society, that 
reform processes take place in all areas, shaping and 
transforming all spheres of society, in accordance with 
European standards and values. Message from the panel 
was that the objective of European integration is an 
organized society and a better living standard of citizens. 

5. V 2021.  

INVITATION PUBLISHED FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE 
PROGRAMMING OF THE IPA III CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION 
PROGRAMME SERBIA - MONTENEGRO 

 Joint Technical Secretariat of the Serbia-Montenegro 
Cross-Border Cooperation Programme invited 
stakeholders to submit proposals for the Second Draft of 
the Program Document
for the preparation of the IPA III Serbia-Montenegro 
Cross-Border Cooperation Programme for the next 
seven-year financial perspective 2021 – 2027. 

15. IV 2021. 

Public calls for the appointment of a representative for a member of the Working Group for negotiating chapters have 
been published: 1 - Freedom of Movement of Goods; 2 - Freedom of Movement for Workers; 6 - Company Law; 7 - 
Intellectual Property Rights; 8 - Competition; 14 - Transport Policy; 15 - Energy; 19 - Social Policy and Employment; 
20 - Entrepreneurship and Industrial Policy; 21 - Trans-European Networks; 23 - Judiciary and Fundamental Rights; 
24 - Justice, Freedom and Security; 27 - Environment and 30 – Foreign Relations.

17. II 2021. 

CHIEF NEGOTIATOR OPENED THE 12TH SCHOOL OF EU LAW 

“In line with the new methodology, Montenegro is 
expected to prepare for a high-level political dialogue, 
within the political Intergovernmental Conference in late 
June, but also the Stabilization and Association Council 
and the EU-Western Balkans Summit during Slovenia’s 
EU presidency,”  said the Chief Negotiator Zorka Kordic.
She opened the 12th School of EU Law in Bar on the topic 
“Challenges of EU integration - the case of Montenegro”. 
The School of Law is organized by the Center for 
Sociological Research (SOCEN), in cooperation with the 
Municipality of Bar.

Kordić presented to the participants of the School the 
process of negotiations between Montenegro and the EU, 
with a focus on the application of the new methodology 
for the EU accession.
She stressed that Montenegro is in a unque position with 
all chapters opened and 100% alignment with the EU’s 
Common Foreign and Security Policy, as a reflection of its 
clear geostrategic orientation, and that the Government 
and the negotiating structure are working hard to 
meet all the obligations to make Montenegro ready for 
membership.

5. VI 2021.  

THE 15TH MEETING OF  THE JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
BETWEEN THE EU COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS AND 
MONTENEGRO (JCC)

Institutions of the European Union should keep in mind 
that local governments, as citizens’ services, must play a 
significant role in the enlargement process, because they 
are crucial for the reforms that are being implemented, 
but also for socio-economic development and recovery, 
said the mayor of  the Old Royal Capital of Cetinje, 
Aleksandar Kascelan, who co-chaired the 15th meeting 
of the Joint Consultative Committee between the EU 
Committee of the Regions and Montenegro (JCC)
“In that context, we call on the EU to enable even 
greater and stronger participation of municipalities in the 
integration process, and to create new or modify existing 
mechanisms of direct and greater support to local self-
governments,” Kascelan said.
Barbara Jesus-Gimeno, Deputy Head of Unit for 
Montenego in the DG NEAR, stressed that the EU wants 
to encourage a long-term recovery of the region and 
that an economic and investment plan for the Western 
Balkans worth 29 billion euros has been prepared - these 
investments should lead to sustainable economic growth 
and support the reforms needed to make progress 
towards the EU and bring the Western Balkans closer to 
the EU single market.
“In order to benefit from the available money, Montenegro 
will have to prepare credible and technically correct 

projects. This means that it is necessary to speed up 
the preparation of projects, ensure good coordination, 
conduct transparent public consultations and have the 
right people with right knowledge and experience, “said 
Jesus-Gimeno.
Dusan Raicevic, President of the Board of the Union of 
Municipalities and President of the Municipality of Bar, 
called on the EU Committee of the Regions to mediate 
and advocate the process of involving local authorities in 
the Western Balkans in discussions within the Conference 
on the Future of Europe, in order for the countries of 
the Western Balkans to contribute to the shaping of a 
common European future
Advisor to the Chief Negotiator of Montenegro with the 
EU, Bojan Vujovic, emphasized that “the negotiation 
process of Montenegro with the European Union is 
significantly more complete with a strong role of local 
self-governments.” In this context, the implementation 
of the criteria in Chapter 27 - Environment and Climate 
Change should be considered, especially in the field of 
waste management and wastewater treatment. The 
importance of local self-governments is reflected in the 
possibility of building infrastructure and strengthening 
the capacity for environmental protection.“

16. VI 2021.  

COOPERATION WITH LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENTS

EUROPE DAY ORGANIZED IN KOTOR
11. VI 2021. 

The Chief Negotiator, with her associates, visited Kotor 
as part of the Europe Day in Your Town project, where she 
had a meeting with the leaders of the Municipality and 
participated in a public debate: “The importance of the 
European integration process for local governments”. She 
also visited the Gymnasium and the Institute for Marine 
Biology.
“Important state policies are being implemented at 
the local level, such as the policy of environmental 
protection and nature conservation, or transport policy. 
In this part, infrastructural projects related to waste 
management, wastewater treatment or construction 
and reconstruction of the road and railway network are 
particularly important. These projects not only improve 
quality of life of citizens in these municipalities, but also 
contribute to fulfillment of commitments we have made 

to the European Union, which are often mentioned in 
the jargon of European integration as benchmarks in 
negotiating chapters, “said Chief Negotiator Zorka Kordic 
during the visit to Kotor.
At the public debate on the importance of the European 
integration process for local governments, Kordic said that 
local governments are an indispensable and important 
partner of the Government in the process of accession 
and negotiations with the EU and that through the Union 
of Municipalities, they make a significant contribution to 
the working groups activities related to preparation and 
conducting of negotiations on Montenegro’s accession 
to the Union, as well as the dialogue with the EU through 
the Joint Consultative Committee between the EU 
Committee of the Regions and Montenegro.

ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER OF THE EUROPAN INTERATION 
OFFICE PUBLISHED

The fifteenth issue of the Newsletter of the European 
Integration Office will present the most important events 
and activities in the process of EU accession during the 
first quarter of 2021.

12. IV 2021. 

OTHER

 SIX BEST WORKS SELECTED IN THE COMPETITION 
“MY EUROPEAN FRIEND!” 

Elementary school students Rijalda Sahman, Stefan 
Djurisic, Andjelija Durkovic, Novak Koprivica, Ksenija 
Vujovic and Ognjen Krivokapic are the winners of the 
competition for students of Montenegrin primary and 
secondary schools “My European Friend!”

27. IV 2021.  

6TH FORUM OF THE EU STRATEGY FOR THE ADRIATIC AND 
IONIAN REGION (EUSAIR FORUM)
The 6th Forum of the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and 
Ionian Region (EUSAIR) took place on 11-12 May 2021, 
in the online format.
The Forum brought together relevant representatives 
of the European Commission and other EU institutions, 
ministers of the participating countries, as well as 
representatives of regional and local governments, 

business, universities and civil society, and was an 
opportunity to highlight progress in the areas covered by 
the strategy and upcoming activities/plans.
The main focus of the sixth EUSAIR Forum was on the 
environment, green and circular economy. The Adriatic-
Ionian Council and the EUSAIR Ministerial Meeting were 
held within the Forum.

11-12. V 2021. 

Mission of the European Commission on the functioning 
of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption was conducted 
from April 12-16 2021, in online format. Mission enabled 
a comprehensive assessment of Montenegro’s progress 
in the field of corruption prevention, with special emphasis 
on all aspects of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption 
activities and previously achieved results.
In addition to reviewing the achieved results in the field 

of corruption prevention and detailed analysis of the 
work of the the Agency for Prevention of Corruption, 
the mission was an opportunity to review the degree of 
implementation of recommendations from the previous 
mission on this topic, organized in 2017, and to provide 
guidelines for further improvements on this area.

6. V 2021.  

WINNERS OF THE “MY EUROPEAN FRIEND” COMPETITION 
AWARDED 

CHIEF NEGOTIATOR AT SAPC MEETING: LAUNCH OF REVISED 
METHODOLOGY AN EXPRESSION OF CLEAR DESIRE FOR 
WESTERN BALKANS TO BE PART OF EU

3. VI 2021.   

“In light of the future application of the New Methodology, 
which puts an emphasis on a stronger political dimension, 
Montenegro has two solid arguments for high-level 
political dialogue: we are the only candidate country 
with all chapters of the negotiations open; and since the 
beginning of the negotiations, we have been in a process 
of consistent harmonization with the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy of the EU, which is a clear indicator 
of our geopolitical orientation, among other things as a 
full-fledged member of NATO, “said the Chief Negotiator, 
Zorka Kordic

MEETING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT, 
ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT HELD 
BETWEEN MONTENEGRO AND EUROPEAN COMMISSION

6-9. VI 2021.   

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNAL MARKET 
AND COMPETITION

10. VI 2021.   

The twelfth meeting of the Subcommittee on Internal 
Market and Competition between Montenegro and the 
European Commission was held on June 10, 2021 in the 
online format.
The meeting was opened on the Montenegrin side by 
the Deputy Chief Negotiator, Marko Mrdak,  and the 
Acting Director of the Directorate for Internal Market 
and Competition,  Veselin Koprivica, and on behalf of the 
European Commission, Barbara Jesus Gimeno, Deputy 
Head of the Unit for Montenegro in the Directorate 
General for Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement.  
Participants of the meeting discussed about the progress 
made in the field of establishing companies and providing 
services, capital movement, public procurement, 
commercial law, intellectual property rights, competition, 

financial services and consumer and health protection. 
Representatives of Montenegrin institutions presented 
the achieved results, current activities and planned 
measures and exchanged views with colleagues from 
the European Commission on future challenges, best and 
most efficient solutions regarding the implementation of 
the acquis and strengthening administrative capacity in 
these areas. 
Joint assessment of the meeting is that Montenegro 
has continued to make progress in the field of 
competition and internal market, especially in the area 
of harmonization of legislation with the acquis and 
strengthening of institutions, but it is important to 
improve implementation in the next period, in accordance 
with European Commission recommendations.

PANEL DISCUSSION “HOW TO FULFILL OBLIGATIONS OF 
CHAPTERS 23 AND 24?“

10. VI 2021.  

KORDIC AT THE REGIONAL SCHOOL “EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION AND THE APPLICATION OF EUROPEAN VALUES 
IN THE WESTERN BALKANS ”

“Government’s commitment to zero corruption and a substantial fight against organized crime and high-level corruption 
is exactly in line with Government’s priorities, which are included in Government’s planning documents, Government’s 
work program, coalition agreement, Montenegro’s accession to the European Union program, as a backbone and the 
planning document of this process “, pointed out the Chief Negotiator of Montenegro with the European Union Zorka 
Kordic, during the opening of the regional school” European integration and Application of European Values in the 

Western Balkans “, organized by the Sociological Center 
of Montenegro-SOCENO
The school, that was held from May 28 to 30, 2021 in 
Hotel Aleksandar in Budva, gathered domestic and 
foreign lecturers, high school graduates, and students 
of basic and specialist studies from the countries of the 
region.
Kordic emphasized Montenegro’s leading role in the 
negotiation process in the region, noting that challenges 

28. V 2021.  

CHIEF NEGOTIATOR PARTICIPATED IN THE CONFERENCE ‘’NINE 
YEARS OF MONTENEGRIN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE EU’’  

‘’This is the moment to ask questions about how to go 
forward better, faster and more efficiently in operational 
and technical terms, and in parallel to build the inclusive 
dialogue that we need, but we also need instruments to 
develop cooperation,” said the Chief Negotiator, Zorka 
Kordic at the conference ‘Nine Years of Montenegrin 
Negotiations with the EU’, organized by the Centre for 
Civic Education.
In the panel “Regional and national perspective of 
membership in the European Union in the context of the 
New Methodology”, she said that the new moment calls 
for a greater degree of responsibility of all actors. As she 

said, the role of the Government and the negotiating 
structure is clear, which now needs to get a new impuls to 
adapt to the new methodology and to focus on priorities.
She pointed out that the transformative power of the 
process is unquestionable and that it is time for everyone 
from their domain to contribute to the process. As she 
said, it is important to create new models of cooperation, 
use the capacities of all who want to contribute to the 
process, think about how to improve the legislative 
framework and further upgrade the institutions of the 
system together in a practical and pragmatic way. 

10. VI 2021.  

 OFFICIAL PREMISES FOR ASSOCIATES ENGAGED WITHIN 
THE IPA CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME 
MONTENEGRO-KOSOVO, KOSOVO-NORTHERN MACEDONIA 
AND ALBANIA-KOSOVO OPENED IN PRISTINA 

Although not designed to address major systemic 
and economic challenges, with their open platform 
for exchange of knowledge and support for innovative 
projects, cross-border co-operation initiatives provide 
an incentive for reform processes and institutional 
strengthening, it was said at the ceremony marking the 
opening of official premises in Pristina for associates 
engaged within the IPA cross-border cooperation 
programme Montenegro-Kosovo, Kosovo-Northern 
Macedonia and Albania-Kosovo.
Pointing out the advantages of joint work of officials 
focused on various programs financed from the EU funds, 
the Chief Negotiator and national IPA coordinator, Zorka 
Kordic pointed out that the intensification of cooperation 
between institutions and officials of the Western Balkans, 
and thus their successful cooperation with institutions of 

the European Union, is one of the most significant results 
of cross-border cooperation. “I believe that by nurturing 
such ties, in the forthcoming IPA III financial period, we 
can further contribute to the priorities of cooperation, as 
well as its visible results in the territory of all participating 
countries.”
The Minister of Local Government Administration of the 
Republic of Kosovo, Elbert Krasniqi, expressed his belief 
that the concept of joint work of officials within several 
cross-border programs will serve as a successful model 
that other countries in the region can follow. “We are 
convinced that continuation of interstate cooperation 
with the support of the European Union will bring new 
results, with a development perspective and guaranteed 
success.”

19. V 2021. 

FIRST FAIR OF EUROPEAN PROJECTS

On May 29, 2021, the Chamber of Economy of 
Montenegro and the European Integration Office 
organized the first Fair of European Projects within the 
Europe Month celebration.
The event held at Petrovic Castle in Krusevac was 
opened by the President of the Chamber of Economy 
Vlastimir Golubovic, the Chief Negotiator with the EU 
and the National IPA Coordinator Zorka Kordic and the 
Ambassador of the European Union to Montenegro Oana 
Cristina Popa.
The visitors had the opportunity to get acquainted with 
the projects implemented by the Chamber and the 

European Integration Office, as well as the activities of 
the Ministry of Economic Development, Investment 
Development Fund, Science and Technology Park and IPC 
Technopolis in this area.
The fair was also attended by representatives of 
companies with experience in the implementation of 
projects that are financed through various programs with 
funds from the pre-accession assistance, namely Port of 
Bar, Port of Kotor, Airports of Montenegro and Lipska 
Cave. During the fair, opportunities for participation in 
projects financed from EU funds, but also other national 
funding programs were presented

29. V 2021. 

SEMINAR ON CROATIA’S EXPERIENCE IN STRENGTHENING 
THE CAPACITY FOR USE OF EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND 
INVESTMENT FUNDS 

Seminar was organized in cooperation with the Chamber 
of Economy of Montenegro and the Service for Knowledge 
Transfer of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Republic of Croatia, within the SMART Adria Blue 
Growth 360 project, implemented within the IPA trilateral 
cross-border cooperation programme Interreg Italy 
Albania Montenegro 2014-2020 in which the European 
Integration Office is one of the partners and the Chamber 
of Economy an associated partner.
“Exchange of knowledge and experience with member 
states and capacity building for the use of funds from 
the Structural Funds in the field of support to micro, 

small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), which 
will be available to us after EU membership, are of great 
importance for Montenegro to be prepared on time for 
the opportunities that full membership brings, “said 
the head of the Department for European Territorial 
Cooperation in the European Integration Office, Miodrag 
Raceta.
Račeta opened a two-day seminar on the topic 
of transferring good practices and experiences of 
the Republic of Croatia in planning, managing and 
implementing activities within the European Structural 
and Investment Funds. 

2. VI 2021. 

PRESENTATION OF RESULTS OF CROSS-BORDER IPA PROJECT 
“ CONTEMPORARY ART AND MODELING PERIPHERIES – 
COMPLICITIES”

Inovative artistic approach and new contents in the field 
of film, music, sculpture and painting in order to develop 
urban units and suburbs, as well as strengthened technical 
capacities of the Cultural Center in Bar, are the main 
results of the cross-border IPA project “ Contemporary 
Art and Modeling Peripheries of Cities - COMPLICITIES”, 
it was said at the project closing ceremony, which was 
held in the old town of Bar. The leading partner of the 
project with a total value of 637 thousand euros, funded 
by the Interreg IPA cross-border cooperation programme 
Italy - Albania - Montenegro was Public Enterprise 
Cultural Center Bar, while project partners were Italian 
municipality of Lecce, University of Salento and Albanian 
NGO Consulting and Development Partners.
Bojan Vujović, Advisor to the Chief Negotiator and 

National IPA Coordinator, spoke on behalf of the European 
Integration office at the closing ceremony, emphasizing 
that project activities made a concrete contribution 
reflected in the involvement of local community in 
defining cultural and tourism offer, encouraging creativity 
through organization of art colonies and workshops, 
and ultimately, improving the tourism offer in the 
Municipality of Bar. He pointed out that Bar, with its 
natural beauty, cultural and historical units, has great 
potential for continuation and upgrading of results 
achieved by COMPLICITIES project. “Workshops, music, 
design, theater, film and art segments will, I hope, result 
in stimulating creativity in young people, directing them 
towards the true appreciation of what cross-border 
projects and cooperation offer,” said Vujović. 

10. VI 2021. 

THE THIRD CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS WITHIN THE IPA 
CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME MONTENEGRO-
ALBANIA 2014-2020 PUBLISHED

The objective of the Third Call is to promote/strengthen 
good neighborly relations and socio-economic 
development of border regions, through valorization 
of their tourism potential, ecologically sustainable and 
socially inclusive economic development, respecting their 
common cultural and natural heritage.
Funds in the amount of 4.9 million EUR, available under 
this Call, are committed to the following thematic 
priorities (TP):

TP1: Promoting tourism and cultural and natural heritage;
TP2: Protecting the environment, promoting climate 
change adaptation and mitigation, risk prevention and 
management;
TP3: Promoting employment, labour mobility and social 
and cultural inclusion across the border.
The call is open to legal persons and non-profit 
organizations established in Montenegro and Albania, 
belonging to the following categories: local governments 
and their institutions, tourism and cultural organizations, 
associations of municipalities, development agencies, 
local business support organizations, NGOs, public and 
private bodies supporting the workforce, vocational and 
technical training institutions, bodies and organization 
for nature protection, public bodies responsible for 
water management, fire/emergency services, schools, 
faculties, universities and research centers including 
vocations and technical training institutions..

29. VI 2021. 

BEST STORIES IN THE COMPETITION FOR TELEVISION 
JOURNALISTS SELECTED

Journalists of the public broadcasting service, TV Vijesti 
and TV Nova M, Dijana Draskovic, Zeljko Vuksanovic and 
Bojan Vucinic, are the winners of this year’s competition 
for the best television story about the process of 
Montenegro’s accession to the European Union.
The competition was launched by the Department for 
Public Information on EU and EU Accession Process of 
the General Secretariat of the Government, recognizing 
the importance of Montenegrin media in that process, 
and in order to encourage the media to report on the 
impact of the process on the lives of Montenegrin citizens, 
implementation of European standards, adoption of 
European values and EU support through available funds 
and project implementation.

17. III 2021.  

The General Secretariat of the Government, within the 
EU4ME project, funded by the European Union, organized 
a competition for Montenegrin primary and secondary 
school students on the occasion of the Europe Month, 
and interested primary and secondary school students 
sent a message to their EU peers via video and showed 
them that they share the same values, and that they 
already feel part of Europe.
The competition, which was open from March 30 to April 
20, 2021, received a total of 38 applications, and the best 
works were selected by citizens, by voting on Instagram 
with “likes” for the video they The competition, which was 
open from March 30 to April 20, 2021, received a total 
of 38 applications, and the best works were selected by 
citizens, by voting on Instagram with “likes” for the video 
they liked best.

CONGRATULATIONS ON EUROPE DAY: TOGETHER WE TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR EACH OTHER 

 “Europe is built on the concept of solidarity. What has 
been started must continue and requires the efforts and 
compromises of all of us. And we owe that to all citizens 
“, said the representatives of the Government, the 
academic and economic community, non-governmental 
organizations, local self-governments and trade unions.
Together with writers, artists and athletes, on the 
occasion of Europe Day, they said that today, when 
the world is fighting against the coronavirus pandemic, 
Europe has focused on acts of humanity and solidarity, 
and pointed out that together we take responsibility for 
each other.
“Europe is built on the concept of solidarity, which was 
also discussed by Robert Schuman, whose Declaration 
became the basis of European integration. Innovative 
thinking and acting is the European spirit that we always 
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need, and the values of freedom, justice and equality are 
those on which Europe is based,” it was pointed out in the 
joint message.
In the video message, citizens were congratulated on the 
Europe Day by: Chief Negotiator Zorka Kordic, Ministers 
of Interior Sergej Sekulovic, Minister of Defence Olivera 
Injac, Dean of the Faculty of Law Aneta Spaic, Vice 
President of the Chamber of Economy of Montenegro 
Pavle D. Radovanovic, Executive Director of the Center for 
Civic Education Daliborka Uljarevic, Assistant Secretary 
General of the Union of Municipalities of Montenegro 
Vanja Starovlah, Secretary General of the Union of 
Free Trade Unions Srdja Kekovic, LGBT activist Kristina 
Cetkovic, writer Balsa Brkovic, academic painter Milutin 
Obradovic and captain of the Montenegrin volleyball 
team Nikoleta Perovic. 

KORDIC WITH THE WINNERS OF THE COMPETITION FOR 
JOURNALISTS: ‘MEDIA AS A PARTNER IN BUILDING 
A EUROPEAN SOCIETY’

 “The media are the guardians of democracy and crucial 
partner of the Government in building a society based on 
European values and standards,” said the Chief Negotiator, 
Zorka Kordić.
Today, she received six journalists from the Montenegrin 
media who were awarded for the best stories about the 
process of Montenegro’s accession to the European Union.
Journalists of the Radio-Television of Montenegro and 
Radio Montenegro portal, Maja Lalic Burzanovic and 
Milosava Mandic and ND Vijesti, Svetlana Mandic, are the 
winners of the competition for the best newspaper article 
on the process of Montenegro’s accession to the EU, while 
journalists of the public broadcaster service, TV Vijesti 
and TV Nova M, Dijana Draskovic, Zeljko Vuksanovic and 
Bojan Vucinic, are the winners of the competition for the 
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best television story about the process of Montenegro’s 
accession to the EU.
The awarded stories refer to the solidarity of the EU 
towards the countries of the Western Balkans during the 
coronavirus pandemic, the revival of olive groves in the 
municipality of Bar with the help of IPA funds, as well as the 
importance of EU aid, primarily respirators for Montenegrin 
citizens. Journalists also reported about the rehabilitation of 
the illegal landfill Vrtijeljka in Cetinje, OIKOS Foundation in 
Niksic, establihed by students of the best class in the former 
Yugoslavia, with the aim of giving annual rewards to the the 
best student of Niksic Gymnasium, and about investments 
in the railway infrastructure from EU funds. with the aim of 
improving railway transport safety.

WINNERS OF THE 
#SINGFOREUROPE COMPETITION 
SELECTED

Band Prizma, Hana Mulic and Sandra Djukic, are the 
winners of the #SingForEurope competition, which was 
organized by the General Secretariat of the Government, 
in cooperation with RTCG, on the occasion of the Month 
of Europe.
They have covered famous songs, shared good vibes with 
social media users and won valuable prizes.
The General Secretariat of the Government, within the 
EU4ME project, funded by the European Union, organized 
a competition for musicians/bands, for the best cover/
performance of famous songs that are associated with 
European values, such as unity, peace, equality, solidarity, 
etc.
12 performers with 12 cover songs applied for the 
competition, which was open from April 6 to 30, 2021.
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Kordic participated in the nineteenth session of 
the Parliamentary Committee for Stabilization and 
Association, where she presented the most important 
activities in the field of European integration of 
Montenegro, in anticipation of the application of the 
revised EU Accession Methodology.
The Chief Negotiator stressed that Montenegro welcomed 
the launch of a revised negotiating methodology, seeing 
it as an expression of a clear desire for the Western 
Balkans to be part of the European future.

Participants of the meeting discussed about the 
progress made in the field of transport, climate change, 
environment, energy and regional policy. Representatives 
of Montenegrin institutions presented achieved results, 
current activities and planned measures and exchanged 
views with colleagues from the European Commission 
on future challenges, best and most efficient solutions 
regarding the implementation of the acquis and 
strengthening of administrative capacity in these areas.
It was assessed that Montenegro has made efforts and 
progress in the area of environment, climate change, 
transport, energy and regional policy despite difficult 
times, but must accelerate reforms and improve 
implementation results. 

The fourteenth meeting of the Subcommittee 
on Transport, Environment, Energy and Regional 
Development between Montenegro and the European 
Commission was held on June 8 and 9, 2021, in online 
format.
On the Montenegrin side, meeting was opened by the 
Deputy Chief Negotiator, Marko Mrdak, and the State 
Secretary for Ecology at the Ministry of Ecology, Spatial 
Planning and Urbanism, Danilo Mrdak, and on the side 
of the European Commission, the Deputy Head of the 
Unit for Montenegro at the Directorate General for 
Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 
Barbara Jesus Gimeno.

Bearing in mind the importance of Chapters 23 and 24 
for the overall progress of Montenegro’s accession to 
the EU, in the context of the latest EC non-paper on 
the situation in Chapters 23 and 24 in Montenegro, the 
European Integration Office organized a panel discussion 
on the topic: How to fulfill obligations of Chapters 23 and 
24?
The panel has been addressed by Deputy Prime Minister 
Dritan Abazovic, Chief Negotiator Zorka Kordic, Head of 
the EU Delegation to Montenegro Oana Cristina Popa 
and Chairperson of the Committee on Political System, 
Judiciary and Administration Momo Koprivica. The panel 
was moderated by Boris Maric from NGO Centre for Civil 
Liberties.
‘’Number of citizens who support the EU is enormous, 
people see a better future in the EU. We should not look 
at the EU integration as a pressure from Brussels, we 
should do this for ourselves. Not because of Brussels, 
but because of Podgorica. Not because of the EU but 
because of Montenegro. We need to do what is up to us, 
to be maximally committed and focus all capacities in 

that direction. The most important thing is to deliver the 
results, and that was lacking in the previous period. Our 
laws were not bad, but the implementation was ‘’, said 
the Deputy Prime Minister, Dritan Abazovic.
Chief negotiator, Zorka Kordic, said that building the 
negotiating structure is now the most important task, 
and that in that regard the most important element 
has been comleted with establishing of the Council for 
the Rule of Law. Regarding the establishing of working 
groups and teams, which are the most important aspect 
in operational terms, she said that they had intensive 
work with coordinators for Chapters 23 and 24, which 
resulted in a successful meeting of the Subcommittee on 
the Rule of Law. Kordic pointed out that it is important to 
adjust the negotiating structure to the new methodology 
and undertake substantial reform of these chapters 
with new energy, and that during the previous period 
civil sector and representatives of institutions that 
were former members of these working groups were 
consulted.

2.6 million euros have been allocated for seven new 
projects.
During the awarding of certificates to beneficiaries 
of the Second Call, Advisor to the Chief Negotiator, 
Bojan Vujovic pointed out that cooperation between 
Montenegro and Albania is especially important in 
the context of the accession process, seeing that 
joint implementaton of projects enables exchanging 
experiences and knowledge in important areas of 
mutual interest. He reminded that through this Call, a 
large number of partner organizations and institutions 
applied with a total of 53 project proposals for two 
thematic priorities, the value of which is 6 times higher 
than the available funds.

Important cross-border initiatives that Montenegro and 
the Republic of Albania have been jointly implementing 
since 2008, through the Programme funded by the 
European Union, indicate the success of the overall 
concept of cross-border cooperation, which is an 
essential stimulus to the European integration process, 
it was stated on the ceremony that marked the begining 
of implementation of projects contracted through 
the Second Call within IPA cross-border cooperation 
programme Montenegro- Albania 2014-2020.
It was pointed out that through this programme, the 
European Union is currently financing the cross-border 
programme between Montenegro and Albania with 
funds in the amount of 10.7 million euros, of which 

Djurkovic, seventh grade student at ‘’Anto Djedovic’’ 
elementary school in Bar, Novak Koprivica, first grade 
high school student ‘’Stojan Cerovic’’ from Niksic, Ksenija 
Vujović, sixth grade student of ‘’Oktoih’’ elementary 
school from Podgorica and Ognjen Krivokapić, seventh 
grade student of ‘’Braća Ribar’’elementary school from 
Niksic, prepared and showed the most interesting video 
messages, which received the largest number of ‘’likes’’ 
from the viewers.

Winners of the competition for primary and secondary 
school students “My European Friend” were awarded 
prizes for the best videos, which they have made to send 
a message to their peers from the EU and showed them 
that they share the same values, and that they already 
feel part of Europe.
Rijalda Sahman, fifth grade student at ‘’Mustafa Pecanin’’ 
Elementary School in Rozaje, Stefan Djurisic, fifth grade 
student, ‘’Kekec’’ elementary school in Sutomore, Andjelija 

along the way remain significant. She reminded of Montenegro’s determination on the path of European integration, 
which will bring an increase of standard of living in Montenegro.
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